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Disposition of Claims 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 1-29 and 34-36 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 20 March 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claim 18, 20 - 29, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by USP 7027621 B1 to Prokoski et al ("Prokoski"). 

Regarding the above claims, Prokoski teaches a system (figs. 15 - 17) for 
providing information in a motor vehicle as a function of the state of a driver (operator), 
said system comprising: a device for sensing objective load factors which act on the 
driver, a device for sensing driver activities, a device for sensing driver-specific driver 
characteristics which influence the driving of the vehicle (col. 1 1 , lines 23 - 67 at least), 
an information processing unit (as supported by figs. 15 - 17) for generating an 
information profile as a function of the objective load factors which act on the driver, the 
driver activities and the specific driver characteristics which influence the driving of the 
vehicle (figs. 10-12), and an output device (330) for outputting information determined 
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from the information profile (note col. 14, lines 28 - 67col. 25, lines 15 - 33 at least). The 
workload is classified in terms of at least one of a visual, acoustic and haptic workload 
(col. 15, lines 16-18; col. 18, lines 10 - 13 at least); the visual data being outputted as 
at least one of graphics and videos (figs. 1 - 11, 13, 14; note camera 102); the system 
further determines when to output the amount of information and the length of the text 
data [sequence length] (col. 23, lines 49 - 62 at least); the system further comprising 
short-term driver characteristics include at least one of degree of tiredness, the degree 
of stress, the degree of distraction, the emotional state and the state under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol and long-term driver characteristics include driving properties 
comprising at least one of driving style, driving competence, nervousness, anxiousness, 
state of health, reaction capability and readiness to act (see figs 16 and 17 at least). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30 - 33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record fail to teach a system for providing information in a motor 
vehicle as a function of the state of the driver comprising, among other limitations, 
wherein functions are triggered by means of operator control elements and said 
functions are categorized into operator control options of differing extent and are stored 
in a data memory and a selection device is provided for determining an operator control 
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option as a function of the load factors, the driver activities and the driver characteristics 
which influence the driving of the vehicle. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. As per attached PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to /Yonel Beaulieu/ whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon., Wed. & Thur. between 0900 
and 1600. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Yonel Beaulieu/ 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 



